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In the name of Allah most Gracious Most Merciful

All thank be to Allah. Today the talk is about grapping opportunities and will
consist of two parts. First, the available opportunities, and the second is about the
methodology of how to take those opportunities.

First, the available opportunities:

Opportunity 1: Allah Has given you life, use it.

Allah gave us life to do the greatest duty which is worshipping Allah and achieving
His satisfaction.

Opportunity 2: Be amongst the prophet's brothers (ppbu).

The messenger (ppbu) said once: {I would love to see my loved ones}. The
companions said to him: aren't we your loved ones? He said: {No, you are my
companions. But, my loved ones are people who shall come after me, who believe
in me without seeing me. I solemnly swear by Allah each one of them gets the
reward that seventy of you get}. The companions said: you mean gets the reward of
seventy of them. The messenger (ppbu) said: {but seventy of you. For you find
who would help you to do the good, and they do not.}

Allah says in the Koran: {You who have faith, take care of your selves. Those who
are misguided will not effect you as long as you are guided}. In explaining this verse
the messenger (ppbu) said: {indeed, commend one another the right and deter
against evil until you start seeing the one with the little knowledge is being listened
to, and whim or fantacies followed, and irrelevant matters in this life that are given
more priority, and each is proud of his own opinion, then you need to take care
specifically of yourself. And you will need to leave the general public. There shall be
days coming after you when this who practices patience would be like one who 1s
holding a burning rock of fire. This who does a good deed then, it will count like
the reward of good deed of fifty men like you}.

Opportunity 3: Five for the value of fifty.
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The link of that relation between Allah and His slave is the performed prayers
which eliminate any intermediaries between the creature and the creator. The
messenger (ppbu) talked about his night journey to Al-Aqsa Mosque. He said:

I was mounted on the winged steed called Al Burak "the Lightning" and, with the
angel Gabriel for escort, I was carried from Makkah (Mecca), to Jerusalem. And
when we reached Bait al Makdis, the Holy City, we came to the gate of the mosque
and here Jibrail (Gabriel) caused me to dismount. And I tied up Al Burak to a ring,
to which the prophets of old had also tied theirs. Entering the Haram Area by the
gateway, I proceeded to perform two-rakaa prayer. When I finished and came out,
Gabrail came up with two jugs one contained honey and the other contained milk, I
chose the milk, Gabreil said: you chose the natural instinct.

From the Sacred Rock we next ascended up into heaven; and, in anticipation.
Approaching a gate, Gabrail asked for the gate to be opened, it was asked, "Who is
it?' Gabriel answered, 'Gabriel.' It was asked, '"Who is accompanying you?' Gabriel
replied, 'Muhammad.' It was asked, 'Has Muhammad been called?' Gabriel replied
in the affirmative. Then it was said, 'He is welcomed. What an excellent visit his is!'
The gate was opened, and when I went over the first heaven, I saw Adam there.
Gabriel said (to me). "This is your father, Adam.' So I greeted him and he returned
the greeting to me and said, "You are welcomed, O pious son and pious Prophet.’
Then Gabriel ascended with me till we reached the second heaven. Gabriel asked
for the gate to be opened. It was asked, "Who is it?' Gabriel answered, 'Gabriel.' It
was asked, 'Who is accompanying you?' Gabriel replied, 'Muhammad.' It was asked,
'Has he been called?' Gabriel answered in the affirmative. Then it was said, 'He is
welcomed. What an excellent visit his is!' The gate was opened.

When I went over the second heaven, there I saw Yahya (i.e. John) and 'Isa (i.e.
Jesus) who were cousins of each other. Gabriel said (to me), "These are John and
Jesus; pay them your greetings.! So I greeted them and both of them returned my
greetings to me.' Then Gabriel ascended with me to the third heaven and asked for
its gate to be opened. It was asked, "Who is it?' Gabriel replied, 'Gabriel.' It was
asked, 'Who is accompanying your' Gabriel replied, 'Muhammad.' It was asked, 'Has
he been called?' Gabriel replied in the affirmative. Then it was said, 'He is
welcomed, what an excellent visit his is!' The gate was opened, and when I went
over the third heaven there I saw Joseph. Gabriel said (to me), "This is Joseph. 1
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greeted him and he returned the greeting. ' Then Gabriel ascended with me to the
fourth heaven and asked for its gate to be opened. It was asked, 'Who is it?' Gabriel
replied, 'Gabriel' It was asked, '"Who is accompanying you?' Gabriel replied,
'Muhammad." It was asked, 'Has he been called?' Gabriel replied in the affirmative.
Then it was said, 'He is welcomed, what an excellent visit his is!'

The gate was opened, and when I went over the fourth heaven, there I saw Idris.
Gabriel said (to me), "This is Idris; and I greeted him. ' Then Gabriel ascended with
me to the fifth heaven and asked for its gate to be opened. It was asked, 'Who is it?'
Gabiriel replied, 'Gabriel.' It was asked. "Who is accompanying your' Gabriel replied,
'Muhammad." It was asked, 'Has he been called?' Gabriel replied in the affirmative.
Then it was said He is welcomed, what an excellent visit his is! So when I went over
the fifth heaven, there I saw Harun (i.e. Aaron), Gabriel said, (to me). This is
Aaron. I greeted him.' Then Gabriel ascended with me to the sixth heaven and
asked for its gate to be opened. It was asked. 'Who is it?' Gabriel replied, 'Gabriel.'
It was asked, 'Who is accompanying your' Gabriel replied, 'Muhammad.' It was
asked, 'Has he been called?' Gabriel replied in the affirmative. It was said, 'He is
welcomed. What an excellent visit his is!'

When I went (over the sixth heaven), there I saw Moses. Gabriel said (to me), "This
is Moses; pay him your greeting. So I greeted him and he returned the greetings to
me. "Then Gabriel ascended with me to the seventh heaven and asked for its gate to
be opened. It was asked, "Who is it?' Gabriel replied, 'Gabriel.' It was asked,' Who is
accompanying you?' Gabriel replied, '"Muhammad." It was asked, 'Has he been
called?' Gabriel replied in the affirmative. Then it was said, 'He is welcomed. What
an excellent visit his is!'

So when I went (over the seventh heaven), there I saw Abraham resting his back on
to the . the Sacred House called Al-Bait-ul-Ma'mur. This house everyday is
trequented by different seventy thousand. Gabriel said (to me), "This is your father
Abraham.'I greeted him and he returned the greetings. ' Then I was made to ascend
to Sidrat-ul-Muntaha (i.e. the Lote Tree of the utmost boundary) Behold! Its fruits
were like the jars of Hajr (i.e. a place near Medina) and its leaves were as big as the
ears of elephants.



Then the prayers were enjoined on me: They were fifty prayers a day. When I
returned, I passed by Moses who asked (me), 'What have you been ordered to do?' I
replied, 'l have been ordered to offer fifty prayers a day. Moses said, 'Your
tollowers cannot bear fifty prayers a day, and by Allah, I have tested people before
you, and I have tried my level best with the people of Israel (in vain). Go back to
your Lord and ask for reduction to lessen your followers' burden.' So I went back,
and Allah reduced five prayers for me. Then again I came to Moses, but he
repeated the same as he had said before. Then again I went back to Allah and He
reduced five more prayers. When I came back to Moses he said the same, I went
back to Allah and I repeated going back between Moses and Allah until I was
ordered to observe five prayers a day each of them is counts for ten and that makes
the fifty. And anyone who intends to do a good deed and has not done it, he/she
will get a good point for reward, and if he/she does that good deed then it will
count for ten good points. And anyone who intends to do a bad deed and has not
done it, then it will not count for him/her, and if he/she does that bad deed then it
will count for one bad point.

When I came back to Moses, he said, "What have you been ordered?' I replied, 'l
have been ordered to observe five prayers a day.' He said, ' go back to your Lord
and ask for reduction to lessen the burden.' I said, 'I have requested so much of my
Lord that I feel embarrassed'.

Opportunity 4: Do not waste forgiveness.

This is another opportunity that carries forgiveness, satisfaction from Allah the
most gracious. The messenger (ppbu) said: {when the first night of Ramadan
approaches, the gates of heavens are opened and are not closed until the last night
of Ramadan. And any faithful slave who performs a salaah (prayer) during the night
(any night of Ramadhaan), then Allah will record for him one thousand five
hundred hasanah (rewards) for every time he/she puts the head down prostrating
ot sajdah. And Allah will build a home for him in paradise made out of red ruby. So
when the first day is fasted then all his/her previous sins are forgiven back to the
same day of the previous Ramadan. And seventy thousand angels will pray for him
or her ever day from the noon prayer until sun down. And during Ramadan in the
day or night for each time he/she prostrated he is given a great tree which takes
tive hundred years to walk in its shade.



Opportunity 5: The blessings of deed and time.

A Muslim is really blessed in his deed and time. And the best blessing in any deed is
the deed of obedience to Allah. A single word in obedience is rewarded with ten
good points, and Allah will give His satisfaction, and will be a cause to protect the
slave until he/she enters paradise. And Allah will be satisfied with the slave while in
paradise such that Allah will never be angry with. Obedience is a blessing in the
deeds too. For each prayer is rewarded with the equivalent of ten, and fasting the
month of Ramadan counts for ten months, and giving for charity counts for seven
hundred times, and a good Hajj has no other reward other than Paradise.

The greatest blessed times are the ten day of Thul-Hejjah for they have such a great
status with Allah. Allah loves and glorifies those ten blessed days, they have
plentiful of reward points, and have minimum bad points, multiple deeds of
obedience and their advantages are unlimited.

Those first ten days of Thul-hejja are the best days ever in this life. The messenger
(ppbu) said: {No other deed is more loved to Allah than the deeds in those
days}the companions asked: is it even better than Jihad? He answered :{ even
better than jihad except if a man went out with his life and his money and returned
with none of that}.

The ninth day of Thu-Hejja is a blessed day is known as day of Arafah. The
messenger (ppbu) said: {the best duaa (prayer) is that on the day of Arafah}. Itis a
day known for the big rewards given by Allah, and the great forgiveness of sins.
Make a plenty of Duaa on that day, and be insistent on your requests and prayers.
Affirm the oneness of Allah, make Duaa, and control your senses, and for those
who are not at Hajj do fast that day, and it is the main day in Hajj. And fasting it
will cause forgiveness of sins of two years, the previous and the next year.

Another blessed day is the day of sacrifice which is the tenth day. It is the best day
and it is the day of slaughter. Most acts of Hajj are done on that day like stoning the
devil, hair shaving, slaughter, and tawaf round Kaba, and walk between Safa and
Marwa and the meeting of the Muslims at the Mosque and their greetings of one
another.
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No Muslim should waste the benefits of those ten days. Take this opportunity and

maximize y our benefits form it. Use it by keeping yourself busy with the good
deed.

How do you take this opportunity is by first making repentance to Allah. This is a
duty for each Muslim to repent each time he commits a sin. For one does not know
when one will die.

One of the blessed deeds in those ten days 1s remember and say the name of Allah.
The poor Muslims in Madina came to the prophet and said: the rich are getting all
the rewards because they can afford going to Hajj and giving charity. The
messenger (ppbu) said: {I will tell you something if you do it you catch up those
who went ahead of you, and you will be ahead of those who are like you. And no

one can achieve what you will except who will do like you do.} He said: {Praise
Allah 33 times, and give thanks to Allah 33 times, and Glorify Allah 33 times}.

Recite the Koran a lot during those ten days. Those who recite the Koran is the
best of word, it is guidance, blessings and mercy, and a healing, and it is the best
words loved to Allah, and it saves the individual in this life and the life after, and it
is protection from satan and from fire and from going astray. Koran remitters are
mentioned to their Lord, and prayers are said for them by Allah and by the angels,
and it is better than donating for charity, and it is not limited by a place or time.

During those days perform a lot of nafilah (voluntary) prayers. Give charity which
will have even higher reward than charity during Ramadan. Charity opens the doors
to goodness and closes doors to evil, and a reason to be shaded into the shadow of
Allah on the day when there will be no shadow except His.

Do fast during those days (the first nine day).

And remember those who want to sacrifice that they must not trim their hair or
nails or skin during those ten days. Refraining from this action only applies to the
individual who will be giving the sacrifice but not members of his family even if
they contribute or share the sacrifice.



