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Faith in Destiny or Fate

Written by: Sk. Dr. Younis Salih

Translated by: Dr. Faheem Bukhatwa

In the name of Allah most Gracious most Merciful.

This Friday’s talk is a continuation talk about the foundations of faith. Today’s topic is faith in Destiny or fate. The talk involves six aspect of the faith in destiny:

1. Importance of having faith in destiny and fate

2. The meaning of the faith in destiny and fate

3. The doctrine of people of Sunna and jama-ah 

4. levels of faith in destiny and fate

5. Benefits of faith into destiny and fate

6. destiny and fate do not contradict freedom of choice
Believing and having faith in destiny and fate is one of the foundations of faith. And it is the basic foundation of perfection. Destiny or fate is Allah’s evaluation to all beings bases on previous knowledge of Allah and His wisdom dictated. Fate is what was already known to Allah, and was already written of every thing to be for eternity. Believing in it, is believing that Allah Almighty, has decided and distributed the destiny for all creatures, and what is to be of things and events even before they come to being. Allah may He be praised, knew they will happen at specific known times in certain manners. He knew of it, and He had it written or recorded in all its details and accuracies, and how he wished them to be and created it. It is going to be without doubt, exactly and precisely as and when He wants it to be. And what Allah does not wish it to be, will never be. He has absolute capability, to make something happen, or make something not happen yet He would have been able to make it happen. Fate is unseen and unsensed but which is based on acceptance and acknowledgement.
The messenger (ppbu) said: {and if something happens to you, do not say: ‘if I did such and such then it wouldn’t have happened’, rather say: ‘Allah has decided, and what He wills He does}.
The doctrine of the people who follow the Messenger’s way of life, and follow the Muslim nation is the same as those who immigrated with the Messenger or those who supported him, and all those who succeeded them with perfection. And that is that Allah creator of all things, Lord and God of all things. And that what He wills will be, and what He does not will shall not be. And that nothing in this creation can be without His knowledge, His will and within His power. Nothing is impossible for Him, and everything is within His power. He knows what was and what will be. And He determined all matters for those He creates before they are created. He determines their  length of life, and their death, their incomes, and their deeds and He has all that written. He also has written their levels of happiness and misery. All His slaves are commanded by His commandments and warned to refrain from His prohibitions. We believe in His promise and His threats. And no one has any argument or an excuse for not doing a commanded duty or for doing a prohibition, while Allah has the ultimate argument against all.

Dear Muslims, faith into destiny and fate is based on four interconnected parts, they are:

a) The Knowledge, 

b) The Writing, 

c) The will and 

d) The Creation.

a) Knowledge means having faith that Allah Has knowledge of everything in generality and in detail. From first time to eternity, knowledge of what is there, and what is not, the possible and the impossible. Nothing even if as small as grain of dust can escape His knowledge. He knows what people would declare or what they hide behind them. Even if a leaf of a plant falls, or grain in the darkness beneath the earth, and anything dry or damp in the land or in the sea will be known to Him.
b) Writing means believing that Allah has already written what He knew of all affairs of His creations until the day of resurrection. Everything that was, or everything that will be is written on a slab at the heart of the Book. The messenger (ppbu) said {Allah wrote all maters of all creatures 50,000 years before he created the heavens and the earth}.
c) The Will refers to the enforced well of Allah, and His absolute power. Anything He will to be shall be. And anything He does not will to be shall not be. No movement, and no remaining motionless, and no guidance, or misguidance except through His will. No small or big event can take place in this universe except with His will. Even our will to do something can only take place with Allah’s will.
Benefits of having faith in destiny and fate.

Faith in destiny has immediate benefits and postponed benefits. It also has status which brings the satisfaction of Allah and which leads to Paradise.
1) The first is that the faithful will perform worship through this faith in the destiny and fate, and through submission and obedience to Allah. 
2) It is also a cause of faithfulness when one knows that everything is determined and owned and created by Allah. And that everything comes from Him and that people have no power in nothing. Such knowledge makes one care less for condemning or commending people in what is right. One would not care to satisfy people if it dissatisfies Allah. The messenger (ppbu) said: {if you ask then ask Allah, and if you seek help and support then seek help and support from Allah. And be certain that if the entire nation has agreed to benefit you, they shall not benefit you except with something Allah has already written or decided. And they have agreed to harm you, they shall not be able to do you harm except with something Allah has already written or decided for you. Writing pens have finished writing, and the ink has dried} meaning shall not change.
This increases faith with the faithful, knowing that anything befalls a person is through the will of Allah. If one is stuck with a calamity, and if he/she knows it is from Allah, then accepts and submits. This who accepts shall receive acceptance from Allah. When fate strikes, it will strike with mercy and goodness within. Otherwise, if does not have acceptance, fate will still strike but rather he or she will also be condemned and cursed. This explains the calmness and peace many and coolness of certainty with those with faith when they meet calamities and pains with an acceptance and faith.
3) Another benefit of faith in destiny and fate is having a courageous and a brave heart. Indeed, no soul shall die until it uses up and fulfills all its living. Nothing shall befall an individual except what was already written. Therefore, why worry? And why be afraid?  And remember that what hits you couldn’t have missed you. And what missed you couldn’t have hit you. Livelihood or earnings is not obtained through plans, and can not be prevented through envy. This provides one with satisfaction and leads to freedom from being slave to people, and being in need for them. One should know that gives and withholds, elevates and brings down. And this who envies others then he/she is objecting and denying Allah’s distribution.
4) Believing in fate and destiny calls for being optimistic and also believing that victory is coming. Having faith in fate makes the believer patient and gives him/her a strong perseverance. It is through patience that difficulties are passed. It is those with weak faith who can not preserver, and can not face what comes their way; they escape to drugs, and suicide. Having faith in fate and destiny gives strong hope, and good faith in Allah that He has justice, wisdom and mercy in the fate He decided. The faithful does not accuse Allah of Allah imposes on him/her of destiny and fate. 
5) Another benefit of faith into destiny is putting one’s trust into Allah and depending on Him alone. That is half of the faith, and the core of worship. Depending on Allah and expecting help from Him, of course after doing what it takes from a practical point of view. That means being dependent on that living God who never dies. And that is confidence and a feeling of assurance and relaxation and being at peace. The level of dependence on and trust in Allah is a measure of the belief of the oneness of Allah. That is seeking others than Allah reduces one’s dependence on Allah. And remember dependence and trust in Allah does not mean being idle and waiting for Allah to have things done for you. The effort must be done and then trust into Allah in expectation. Just like plowing the land or planting a tree. 

Believing in destiny and fate does not contradict a man having his own will and for which he shall be held accountable. Every human being has the power and the will and the choice. No one shall force him/her to do good or do evil acts. Those deeds and actions of human beings are creations and of Allah and allowing it to be, But they are the choice and the actions of the individual human being. There are two distinct matters here, the destiny itself, and the acts which make up this destiny. The destiny is from Allah, and it is all justice and good and wisdom. While the acts which make up destiny are the choice individuals make which can be good or otherwise. For example the act of killing a soul, it is Allah destiny and fate that already written the time of death and end of life for the one who is killed. But it is the choice of the killer to do so, committing the crime, and disobeying Allah and dissatisfying Him. Committing an act by own choice and for which he shall be accounted for. 
One asked the Messenger (ppbu): explain to us our religion and faith as if we are created today. Our striving and doing good deeds and actions, is that based upon what was already written? Or is in what ever do is something new? The Messenger (ppbu) said: {No, it is all in what was already written}. The man asked: then why should we bother to do anything now? The Messenger (ppbu) said: {do your deeds, for each is facilitated towards his or her own actions}.
