
 1 Perfection By: Sk. Dr. Younis Salih Translated by: Dr. Faheem Bukhatwa 11, Rajab 1430 H  03, July 2009 AC In the name of Allah Most Merciful Most Gracious  People; fear Allah the fear that befits Him. Slaves of Allah, Allah says in His holy book: {Allah commands justice and perfection} [16:90]. Allah is telling us that He is commanding us to perfection. Perfection is a good trait and a fine deed. In fact perfection has one of the highest levels in religion. Islam has three levels: Islam, faith and perfection.   Islam came to put some order to the life of the Muslim such that his life becomes a life of goodness. A life which he/she can enjoy in this life and can enjoy the day he meets his creator. Islam guides the Muslim to be a true Muslim in his faith in words in and in deeds; so he would be a member who would benefit his society, and to be happy within himself, and makes his society happier, and makes the entire creation happier.  So, what is perfection?   1) Perfection is perfecting something such as work to the most satisfying form. Allah says: {and perfect what you do, for Allah loves the perfectionists} 5:3.   2) The Koran describes in details the benefits of the perfectionists. That Allah engulfs them with His care and supports them with His victory and guides them. Koran also tells that perfection is a reason for which Allah saves the slave from destruction. Allah will make an ease and comfort from each gloom and grief. And an escape from every problem and tight hardship; and clear with health every sickness; and Allah will clear perfectionists from the conniving of their enemy. Allah will give help to the perfectionists. Allah gives them the ability to identify and differentiate between good and evil, 



 2 so they never confuse what is forbidden and what is allowed to them. And they shall not confuse the path of right and the path of guidance.    Perfection is a trait which earns the perfectionist compliment and praise from Allah, followed by praise from the slaves of Allah. Allah says: {Peace upon Noah in the worlds. We do so reward the perfectionists} 37:79-80.   The truth of the complete perfection is what prophet Muhammad (ppbu) explained when angel Gabriel asked: “Muhammad, what is perfection?” the messenger (ppbu) said: {It is to worship Allah as if you see Him. And if you do not see Him, be certain that He can see you.} Worshiping Allah as if you see Him is the way how this who has absolutely certainty would worship Allah as if he can see Him.  Dear Muslim, perfection is of two parts. There is perfection between you and your Lord Allah, and between you and the people. Between you and Allah; perfection is respecting Allah’s commandments by doing what He command you to do, and keeping away from what He prohibited and away from all means which get you nearer to His prohibitions. Perfection to the slaves of Allah is achieved through treating them with good deeds and kindness and favours. Some perfection is compulsory upon the Muslim and some is complimentary and good deed which gets the slave closer to Allah.   Perfection is the opposite of harm and ill or wrong doing and the perfectionists are rewarded great rewards. Allah says: {that He may reward those who do evil with that which they have done, and reward the perfectionists with goodness}53:31. Allah also says: {Is there a reward for perfection except perfection?}55:60. Allah also says: {those who fear Allah will dwell amid gardens and water-springs (15) Taking that which their Lord giveth them; for they were perfectionists}51:15-16. Allah also says: {and we waste not the reward of whosoever perfects deeds}18:30. 



 3  Dear Muslim, the greatest of all perfections to you is your own perfection to your deeds between you and Allah. That is to be sincere to Allah in all your deeds, then to do the deed seeking only Allah and the reward in the next life, also to perfect your deed according to the regulations of Allah and His messenger. Allah does not accept any deed unless it was done for His sake alone, and was done according to His rules. Allah says: {whoever is hoping to meet His Lord, then let them do a good deed, and never to include any other partner in worshiping His God}18:30  Your perfection in believing in the oneness of Allah is by worshiping Him alone without any partners. Not having a partner nor an equal or competitor with Him. Also knowing that all types of worship is only right for our God alone. Those monotheists who are sincere to Allah in their belief of His singularity are the true perfectionists. Those who say: “No God but Allah” with their tongs, and live and do deeds with their other senses and powers according to that testimony. And those who have faith in its meaning within their hearts, and then they worship Allah alone with sincerity in the faith to Him.  Your perfection in your prayers is implementing its foundations and its requirements and complementing it with its recommendations. Perfection is also performing it on the time commanded of you to keep, and performing it at a mosque in a congregation. All this is part of perfection of worshiping Allah. Perfection your prayers is performing it in form which will satisfies Allah, then complement that perfection with the complementary prayers (Nafilas).   Perfecting your charity or Zakah is calculating it, taking it out, getting to reach those who deserve it, so you shall be amongst those mention in His book: {And those who in their monies there is a clear and known right, for this who asks and the destitute or who has not}70:24-25.   



 4 Your perfection in your fasting and your pilgrimage (or Hajj) is to perform them in full in the satisfying form according to the rules of Allah and His messenger.  Your perfection between you and people the slaves of Allah involves treatment of others. Allah has made it compulsory for you to well treat to perfection you parents. Allah also commanded kindness and well treatment and the keeping of ties and contacts of all blood relatives. Allah commanded you to perfection in treating neighbours and the poor, and the orphans, and the widows. All that is part of the favours which will gain you much reward the day you shall approach Allah. The messenger (ppbu) commanded you to well treat animals as He said: {A woman has gone to hellfire because of a cat. She neither fed the cat not let it go to feed its self off the land}. The messenger (ppbu) that there is reward in the good treatment of all animals regardless. That is feeding it or giving it drink. He told us of the story of the travelling man was very thirsty. Eventually he found a water well for which he had to climb down a good bit to get a drink of water. As he climbed up and out of the well he saw a dog that is so thirsty that it was eating the damp earth. He thought to him self that the dog is as thirsty as the man was earlier. He climbed back down the well, filled his show with water, held it with his mouth in order to climb up, and gave the water to the dog to drink. The messenger (ppbu) said: the man gave thanks to Allah, and Allah gave him paradise. The messenger (ppbu) also told of a prostituting woman from the tribes of Israel who gave water to a dog who thanked Allah for her, and for which Allah forgave her sins.  Even in killing animals the messenger (ppbu) said to do it well without pain, by sharpening the blade. Even in execution of humans care and perfection must be observed.  Dear Muslim, perfect your treatment to you parents. You must serve them, spend onto them, listen to and obey them, and talk to them softly. Do not show dissatisfaction with them and do not give out to them or talk to them in severe or strong tone of voice.  



 5  Practice perfection to the neighbour by not harming them, and by doing them favours. Do well to your blood relatives or all relatives through the parents by maintaining contacts with them. Practice perfection to the orphans and the poor and the needy. Have mercy towards their weakness and their inability, and give them their needs.  Practice perfection to your children by brining them up, guiding them and teaching them good. Encourage them to good ethics and deter them from all evil acts. Perfect your treatment to them by properly spending on their needs and by marrying them and giving them the protection they need. Perfect your treatment of your wife, interact well with her. Even if it comes to separation, you are commanded to separate in perfection and in kindness.   Practice perfection in interacting with all people. Be truthful to all people in all your interactions with them. Do no lie to them, do not cheat them, do not be deceitful to them and do not betray them. Practice perfection when talking and addressing people. Give all what is rightfully theirs. And when you employ somebody, pay them their reward. And give the workers their dues. Treat all with perfection, indeed the perfection in dealing with others is the ethic of the faithful.  In order to be among the perfectionists, practice perfection in any work you are entrusted with. Perfect it performance wise, and in time wise, and with whom you will have interaction with. Give everyone what they owe you, and interact with them with justice, kindness and perfection.     


